S5556

United States, as evidenced by the Founders
of the United States, such as—

(1) Benjamin Franklin, who believed reli-
gion to be ‘‘uniquely capable of educating a
citizenry for democracy’’; and

(2) George Washington, who said in his
farewell address ‘Of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political prosperity, re-
ligion and morality are indispensable sup-
ports.”’;

Whereas religious education is useful for
self-development, because it asks students to
consider and respond to questions concerning
the meaning and purpose of life, engages stu-
dents in questions about morality and jus-
tice, and enables students to identify their
values;

Whereas studies like the one published by
the International Journal of Mental Health
Systems in 2019 have shown that religious
education can be ‘‘instrumental to improv-
ing adolescent mental health’” by helping
children learn how to make decisions based
on morals, promoting less risky choices, and
encouraging connectedness within a commu-
nity, which can enhance self-esteem and
well-being;

Whereas religious education fosters respect
for other religious groups and individuals
generally by acknowledging a source for
human dignity and worth;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States found in Pierce v. Society of Sisters,
268 U.S. 510 (1925), that the State does not
have power ‘‘to standardize its children by
forcing them to accept instruction from pub-
lic teachers only. The child is not the mere
creature of the state; those who nurture him
and direct his destiny have the right, cou-
pled with the high duty, to recognize and
prepare him for additional obligations.”’;

Whereas religious instruction can come
from a variety of sources, including sec-
tarian schools and released time programs;

Whereas, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics, in 2015, 4,350,000
children in the United States attended sec-
tarian elementary and secondary schools
where those children received religious edu-
cation; and

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States held in Zorach v. Clauson, 343 U.S. 306
(1952), that State statutes providing for the
release of public school students from school
to attend religious classes are constitu-
tional, and, as a result, an estimated 540,000
public school students in the United States
take advantage of released time programs
each year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms the importance of religious edu-
cation in the civic and moral development of
the people of the United States;

(2) celebrates the schools and organizations
that are engaged in religious instruction of
the children of the United States to aid
those children in intellectual, ethical, moral,
and civic development;

(3) calls on each of the 50 States, each ter-
ritory, and the District of Columbia to ac-
commodate individuals who wish to be re-
leased from public school attendance to at-
tend religious classes; and

(4) designates the week of October 2, 2022,
through October 8, 2022, as ‘‘Religious Edu-
cation Week”.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 812—CALL-
ING ON CONGRESS, SCHOOLS,
AND STATE AND LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES TO RECOG-
NIZE THE SIGNIFICANT EDU-
CATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF
DYSLEXIA THAT MUST BE AD-
DRESSED, AND DESIGNATING OC-
TOBER 2022 AS “NATIONAL DYS-
LEXIA AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. KING,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BOOZMAN, and
Mr. HICKENLOOPER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 812
Whereas dyslexia is—

(1) defined as an unexpected difficulty in
reading for an individual who has the intel-
ligence to be a much better reader; and

(2) most commonly caused by a difficulty
in phonological processing (the appreciation
of the individual sounds of spoken language),
which affects the ability of an individual to
speak, read, spell, and, often, the ability to
learn a second language;

Whereas the First Step Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-391; 132 Stat. 5194 et seq.) included a
definition of dyslexia as part of the require-
ment of the Act to screen inmates for dys-
lexia upon intake in Federal prisons;

Whereas the definition of dyslexia in sec-
tion 3635 of title 18, United States Code, as
added by section 101(a) of the First Step Act
of 2018, is the first and only definition of dys-
lexia in a Federal statute;

Whereas dyslexia is the most common
learning disability and affects 80 to 90 per-
cent of all individuals with a learning dis-
ability;

Whereas dyslexia is persistent and highly
prevalent, affecting as many as 1 out of
every b individuals;

Whereas dyslexia is a paradox, in that an
individual with dyslexia may have both—

(1) weaknesses in decoding that result in
difficulties with accurate or fluent word rec-
ognition; and

(2) strengths in higher-level cognitive func-
tions, such as reasoning, critical thinking,
concept formation, and problem solving;

Whereas great progress has been made in
understanding dyslexia on a scientific level,
including the epidemiology and cognitive
and neurobiological bases of dyslexia;

Whereas the achievement gap between typ-
ical readers and dyslexic readers occurs as
early as first grade; and

Whereas early screening for, and early di-
agnosis of, dyslexia are critical for ensuring
that individuals with dyslexia receive fo-
cused, evidence-based intervention that
leads to fluent reading, the promotion of
self-awareness and self-empowerment, and
the provision of necessary accommodations
that ensure success in school and in life:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on Congress, schools, and State
and local educational agencies to recognize
that dyslexia has significant educational im-
plications that must be addressed; and

(2) designates October 2022 as ‘‘National
Dyslexia Awareness Month’.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 813—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE
SENATE FOR THE DESIGNATION
OF “PUBLIC RADIO MUSIC DAY”
AND DEEP APPRECIATION FOR
THE ROLE OF PUBLIC RADIO
MUSIC STATIONS IN SERVING
LISTENERS, MUSICIANS, AND
HUNDREDS OF COMMUNITIES IN
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
BLUNT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. REs. 813

Whereas more than 27,000,000 listeners in
the United States tune in weekly to local
noncommercial radio stations to discover,
learn about, and enjoy music selections, art-
ists, and genres that are, in many cases,
available only on public radio;

Whereas approximately 697 public radio
music stations serve rural and urban com-
munities in all 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam;

Whereas local public radio music stations
celebrate a broad collection of sounds and
styles, including jazz, blues, classical, Amer-
icana, urban alternative, folk, roots, blue-
grass, and other regional and eclectic genres;

Whereas 96 percent of over-the-air broad-
casts of classical music in the United States
comes from local public radio stations;

Whereas local, noncommercial, not-for-
profit, public radio music stations are an es-
sential and indispensable force in—

(1) developing local artists and audiences;

(2) sustaining music and performers; and

(3) educating and enriching their audiences
and communities;

Whereas local public radio music stations
are locally staffed and programmed, are con-
nected to the unique culture of their commu-
nity, and share core values of music dis-
covery, curation, preservation, and perform-
ance with their audiences;

Whereas knowledgeable local hosts, live
announcers, and expert curation on public
radio music stations have a proven track
record of—

(1) helping audiences discover new and
emerging homegrown musicians; and

(2) providing deep explorations into the
history and cultural impact of music;

Whereas public radio music stations—

(1) tailor their content and programming
to reflect regional tastes and talent;

(2) make music more accessible through
local performances, studio sessions, artist
interviews, and music journalism; and

(3) broadcast news and information about
the local music industry;

Whereas public radio music stations con-
nect musicians and artists with local audi-
ences through an expanding range of plat-
forms, including over-the-air, on-stage, and
digital and social media;

Whereas public radio’s emphasis on music
presentation adds to the journey of lifelong
music enjoyment;

Whereas public radio music stations serve
as cultural hubs in their communities by
providing a place for listeners of diverse
backgrounds and ages to come together for
the shared thrill of music and to support the
local music economy;

Whereas local public radio stations partner
with schools, hospitals, and other commu-
nity organizations to provide instruments
and musical experiences to underserved pop-
ulations and to promote the public’s broad
access to music;

Whereas public radio music’s values and
collective commitment to community serv-
ice, education, and cultural support separate
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these nonprofit, noncommercial radio sta-
tions from other music providers; and

Whereas, October 26, 2022, would be an ap-
propriate day to designate as ‘‘Public Radio
Music Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘Public
Radio Music Day’’; and

(2) expresses its deep appreciation for the
role of public radio music stations in serving
listeners, musicians, and hundreds of com-
munities in the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 814—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

ON OCTOBER 9, 2022, AS “NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
WEEK”’

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. REED, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KING,
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. WICKER, and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 814

Whereas, in 1903, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt established the first national wildlife
refuge on Pelican Island in Florida;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem is administered by the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service and has grown to
568 national wildlife refuges and 38 wetland
management districts, with units located in
every State and territory of the United
States;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant recreational and tourism destina-
tions in communities across the United
States, and offer a variety of recreational op-
portunities, including hunting, fishing, wild-
life observation, photography, environ-
mental education, and interpretation;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem receives more than 61,000,000 annual vis-
its that—

(1) generate more than $3,200,000,000 for
local economies; and

(2) support 41,000 jobs;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem has hosted more than 37,000,000 birding
and wildlife observation visits in recent
years;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are im-
portant to local businesses and gateway
communities;

Whereas 436 units of the National Wildlife
Refuge System have hunting programs and
378 units have fishing programs that support,
respectively, more than 2,500,000 hunting vis-
its and more than 8,300,000 fishing visits an-
nually;

Whereas the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem contains many different kinds of eco-
systems, including tropical and boreal for-
ests, wetlands, deserts, grasslands, arctic
tundras, and remote islands, and spans 12
time zones from the United States Virgin Is-
lands to Guam;

Whereas national wildlife refuges support
more than 700 species of birds, 220 species of
mammals, 250 species of reptiles and amphib-
ians, and more than 1,000 species of fish;

Whereas national wildlife refuges are the
primary Federal lands that support water-
fowl habitats;

Whereas, since 1934, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund has generated more than
$1,100,000,000 and enabled the conservation of
more than 6,000,000 acres of habitat for wa-
terfowl and numerous other species in the
National Wildlife Refuge System;
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Whereas refuges provide protection to
more than 380 threatened species and endan-
gered species;

Whereas 101 units of the National Wildlife
Refuge System are within 25 miles of cities
and suburbs where 80 percent of individuals
in the United States live;

Whereas, through the Urban Wildlife Con-
servation Program, the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service works to dismantle bar-
riers that have blocked underserved commu-
nities from full and equal participation in
outdoor recreation and wildlife conservation;

Whereas the Urban Wildlife Conservation
Program fosters strong new conservation
coalitions, educates and employs youth,
betters communities, builds trust in govern-
ment; and connects individuals with nature;

Whereas more than 16,000 volunteers and
almost 180 national wildlife refuge ‘‘Friends”’
organizations contribute approximately
762,000 volunteer hours annually, the equiva-
lent of 360 full-time employees, and provide
an important link to local communities;

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide
an important opportunity for children to dis-
cover and gain a greater appreciation for the
natural world;

Whereas national wildlife refuges provide
opportunities for people from all back-
grounds to explore, connect with, and pre-
serve the natural heritage of the United
States;

Whereas, since 1995, national wildlife ref-
uges across the United States have held fes-
tivals, educational programs, guided tours,
and other events to celebrate National Wild-
life Refuge Week during the second full week
of October;

Whereas the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service has designated the week begin-
ning on October 9, 2022, as National Wildlife
Refuge Week; and

Whereas the designation of National Wild-
life Refuge Week by the Senate would recog-
nize more than a century of conservation in
the United States, raise awareness about the
importance of wildlife and the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and celebrate the
myriad recreational opportunities available
for the enjoyment of this network of pro-
tected lands: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Octo-
ber 9, 2022, as ‘‘National Wildlife Refuge
Week”’;

(2) encourages the observance of National
Wildlife Refuge Week with appropriate
events and activities;

(3) recognizes the importance of national
wildlife refuges to wildlife conservation, the
protection of imperiled species and eco-
systems, and compatible uses;

(4) acknowledges the importance of na-
tional wildlife refuges for their recreational
opportunities and contribution to local
economies across the United States;

(5) identifies the significance of national
wildlife refuges in advancing the traditions
of wildlife observation, photography, envi-
ronmental education, and interpretation;

(6) finds that national wildlife refuges play
a vital role in securing the hunting and fish-
ing heritage of the United States for future
generations;

(7) recognizes the important work of urban
national wildlife refuges in welcoming ra-
cially and ethnically diverse urban commu-
nities that were long excluded, including
work—

(A) to foster strong new conservation coa-
litions;

(B) to provide education and employment
opportunities to youth;

(C) to improve communities;

(D) to build trust in government; and

(E) to connect individuals with nature;
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(8) acknowledges the role of national wild-
life refuges in conserving waterfowl and wa-
terfowl habitat under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.);

(9) reaffirms the support of the Senate for
wildlife conservation and the National Wild-
life Refuge System; and

(10) expresses the intent of the Senate—

(A) to continue working to conserve wild-
life; and

(B) to manage the National Wildlife Refuge
System for current and future generations.

SENATE RESOLUTION 815—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER
16 THROUGH 22, 2022, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK”

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mrs. CAPITO,
and Mr. PETERS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RESs. 815

Whereas chemistry is the science of the
basic units of matter and, consequently,
plays a role in every aspect of human life;

Whereas chemistry has broad applications,
including food science, soil science, water
quality, energy, sustainability, medicine,
and electronics;

Whereas the science of chemistry is vital
to improving the quality of human life and
plays an important role in addressing crit-
ical global challenges;

Whereas innovations in chemistry con-
tinue to spur economic growth and job cre-
ation and have applications for a wide range
of industries;

Whereas the practitioners of chemistry are
catalysts of positive change in their commu-
nities and the world;

Whereas National Chemistry Week is part
of a broader vision to improve human life
through chemistry and to advance the chem-
istry enterprise;

Whereas the purpose of National Chem-
istry Week is to reach the public with edu-
cational messages about chemistry in order
to foster greater understanding of and appre-
ciation for the applications and benefits of
chemistry;

Whereas National Chemistry Week strives
to stimulate the interest of young people, in-
cluding women and underrepresented groups,
in enthusiastically studying science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics and in
pursuing science-related careers that lead to
innovations and major scientific break-
throughs;

Whereas National Chemistry Week sig-
nifies the collaborative nature of science and
promotes partnership between scientific so-
cieties, academia, industry, and the public;

Whereas National Chemistry Week high-
lights many of the everyday uses of chem-
istry, including in food, dyes and pigments,
plastics, soaps and detergents, health prod-
ucts, and energy technologies;

Whereas the theme of the 33rd annual Na-
tional Chemistry Week is ‘“‘Fabulous Fibers:
The Chemistry of Fabrics’’; and

Whereas students who participate in Na-
tional Chemistry Week deserve recognition
and support for their efforts: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Octo-
ber 16, 2022, as ‘‘National Chemistry Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and welcomes the
participants of the 33rd annual National
Chemistry Week;

(3) recognizes the need to promote the
fields of science, including chemistry, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics and to
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